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To My wonhy Friends 
The STE W ARDS of St. Paul's School F caſt. 


John Tayler, Gent. 1 John Holloway, Gent. 


Thomas Fowke, Gent. Edward Gibbon, Eſq; 
Edward Alexander, Cent. Mr. Samuel Sraithin. 
_ Henry Lovibond, Gent. Gert, e Gent. 


| Genelemen, 


: eee or other,, to the Services of 4 Society, which, 


I have the Maar to be ſo nearly related to: But I muſs N 
| beg your leave to declare, you have not my heart ſo much, 
in publiſhing thoſe Meditations now, which are really 
- huddled, and unaccurate; nor cou'd the y be other, by rea- 
| ſo of the extraordinary Engagements, I was accidentally 
burried with, the Week before your Meeting, the time, 
I bad reſobv'd on for this Performance. I muſt ſay 


my Inclmations to oblige you, were too rang | for my 


concern, for my own Reputation. 
I confeſs Sermons are ſuch a Drug at preſent, that 1 


had no diſpoſition to add to the glut; like the Miniſters 


ſent to Preach . they are generally de; piſed, aua 
A2 3 


| Hen you were - pleaſed to \ determine" me to 
this Exerciſe, I recerv'd your Requeſt 
Y wit all the readineſs imaginable, becauſe 
i oa d it a common Debt of Gratitude, to offer ſome 


1 


. 


* 


public grievance and nuſance of our State: In my Opi- 
nion, as God can be ſuppos d to continue the Holy Order 
of his Stewards and Meſſengers, among$t ſuch profane 
Abuſers of the Holy Function, only to heap Coals of Fire 
upon a Vicious and Aibei ſtical World; ſo his Divine 
Providence [eems to load ſuch an unthankful Age with 
the plenties of Sermons, on purpoſe, that they may one 
Day riſe up in Judgment againſt ſuch a Generation, 
which in its daily comempt of God's Word and Mmiſtry, 
daily teſtifies its contempt of Religion, and neglect of all 
V „ 


I hope you believe that ſome Godd, or other „ may polſi- 
bly come, either to the World in general, or your own 
particular Society by the Publication of. this, be pleas d 

to concur in promoling i hat, and [ ſhall never thi much, 
of the few Minutes Labour here preſented to u 


w, Your Moſt Aﬀectionate | 
ro and F aithful Servant : 
V BRAMSTON 
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Fer bear them Record, that they have a Zeal of 


Goa, but not according to Knowledge. 


manifeſts the greateſt Sorrow, and Hea- 


vineſs for their Iofidelity, becauſe they wou'd 
not be reconcil'd to, and fo be made partakers of 
the glorious Comforts of the Goſpel: Wherein 
his heavenly flame of Love raiſed him to that 


ſtupendious height of Compaſſion; I could wiſh 
that my ſelf were accurſed from Chriſt for my 


Brethren, my Kinſ men, according to the Fleſh : And 
in this Chapter he ſeems to fix the Reaſon of 
his wonderful Bowels towards them, not only in 


this particular, that they were his Brethren, but 


in this conſideration likewiſe, that they really 


hid a Zeal of God; ſaying, For ] bear them Re- 


cord, that they have 4 Zeal of God, which Ex- 
preſſion preſents us with theſe two Oblerva- 


1ſt. That for the faithful Worſhippers of God; 


to bear a Zeal for his bleſſed Truths, a Spirit 
earneſt to have all his holy Commandments em- 


raced and obeyed, even in the Judgment of 
God's cho'en Veſſel, is a Temper fit to engage, 


a Temper fir to exerciſe the Praiſes of the Holy 


 2dly, That though Men have a Zeal even of 


God, yet whilſt it is without Knowledge, that 
is, employed in ſuch things, which are rather 


letcht 


41 E Holy Apoſtle begins the foregoing 
Chapter with the moſt compaſſionate | 
Expreſſions of Love for the Fews, he 


yes "% 
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fetcht from the Fountain of Man's own fancy 
and affectation, than the Revelation of God, 
that only Foundation of divine Knowledge, it 
ought to be entertain d with the diſlike, and 
+... diſcountenance of God's holy Servants. 
Thhe method then which I ſhall follow, in 
treating upon the words read, ſball conſiſt of 
theſe two or three particulars 
It, 1 ſhall offer a word by way of Juſtifica- 
tion, of the reaſonableneſs of our havinga be- 
coming Teal for the things of God, in oppoſi- 
tion to the preſent Apprehenſions of many Men, 


who expoſe every Zealot for Religion, as a Men 


void of Senſe and Knowledge. 
Adly. Since the bleſſed Spirit of God does ad- 
-viſe, that Knowledge is the only right Founda- 
tion of our Zeal, I ſhall with all the clearneſs 1 
can, ſet before you the uſe and excellency of 
-Knowledge, not only as it ſtands in oppoſition to 
I safidelity, or want of Faith in Chriſt, in 
which Senſe the holy Apoſtle intends it here, but 


1 alſo as 18 more ſuitable to this preſent Occaſion, 


Want of human Learning, 


as it is oppos'd to the want of human Learning. 
 ___  zdly. I ſhall endeavour to propoſe ſomething 
Which may be agreeable to the Intentions of our 
pireſent Meeting; becauſe the time will not per- 
mit me to ſpeak to all theſe particulars, I will paſs 
by the firſt of them wholly, and proceed to the 
ſecond, to let before you the uſe and excelleney 

of Knowledge, as it ſtands i 


n oppoſition to the 


Many Men in theſe laſt and worſt Ages, are fo 


far from admitting the want of human Learnin x: 
to be oppoſed to that Knowledg which is to b 


ound 
our 
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our zeal of God, that they would have us ba- 


niſh all human Learning, as the very bane and 
poiſon of Religion, and of our belief of God's 
Truths; as if our Experience and Knowledge of 
the ways of all his viſible Creatures, muſt be an 
obſtruction to our approaching our inviſible Cre. 


tor: Whereas on the contrary, the Apoſtle hath 


. taught us, that the inviſible things of God are 
clearly to be ſeen and underſtood, by the things 
that are made, that is, by the Examination of 

the various aud wonderful Frame of his Crea- 


tures, even his very eternal Power and Godhead : 


Alas! human Learning in the proper uſe and 
application of it, is ſo far from prejudicing our 
Souls againſt the moſt ſenſible Impreſſions of Re- 

ligion, that we might eaſily demonſtrate, had we 

time, that ſuch Knowledge originally ſprang from 
 _Religion;was theveryCare andPropagation of God 
cen People the Fews, whoſe illuſtrious Leaders, 
if you believe Patricius, firſt furniſh'd the World 
with Schools, and the Invention of Arts and Sci- 
ences: It was Jewry, to whoſe ſublime hints, 


> 


Athens firſt, and Rome afterwards, ow'd ſome of 


the greateſt Beauties of their Knowledge; for, 
as we find it ſet forth by C/emens, Euſebius, and 
St. Auguſtine, all Learning was primitive among 
the Hebrews, Enoch, and Sem, Eber, and Abra. 
bam, all Men of the greateſt Learning, were 
many Centuries of Years before the Greek Phi- 
loſophers; and Aoſes, as is acknowledged by 
Plutarch, and Diodorus Sicul us, Eight Hundred Tears 
before Orpheus, the firſt Poet among the Gentiles; 
and therefore certainly that Spirit of God, Which 
a . in 
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in ſome Meaſure moved and influenced his be- 


ple, and filled them with this wholſome thirſt 
after ſecular Knowledge, cannot oblige us to ſtifle 
and extinguiſh the ſame rational Inclinations in 
our ſelves, for had the Knowledge of the Won 
ders; and Operations, and Paſſages of the World, 
naturally miſlead Men from God, we ſhould ne- 
ver have traced the Foundations of it up as 
high as the beſt and wiſeſt of Gou's own Inheri- 
Tance, TW ls 8 
Indeed I don't imagine, that the wiſdom of 
Philoſophy, or the underſtanding of Greece or 


T | Rome, can now add Luſtre or Demonſtration to 


the moſt ſimple Verities of the Revelations of 


_ Chriſt; yet the very Books of the Heathens may 
poſſibly create in us an Admiration of the Wil- 


dom of our Redeemer, when we compare the 


lofty Improvements of his divine Spirit, with 
the fainter Glances of their natural Reflections, 
and fo oblige us to confels of his Words, what 
his moſt inveterate Enemies did of his Deeds, that 
no Man could ſpeak the things which he ſpake, 
unleſs God were with him: Ay and they may 
ſupply us too with the moſt irrefutable Argu- 
ments againſt Heatheniſm itſelf: Was it not thus 
that Tertullian, Cyprian, Lactantius, and all the 
Greek Apologiſts, ſilenced the Boldeſt Reaſoners 
ftom the Abſurdities, as it were out of the Mouths 
of their own Abetters, demonſtrated the neceſlity | 
of one God, and brought many to the acknow- 
ledgment and Adoration of his Chriſt, 
If the Study and Examination of profane Au- 
thors had been judged by the primitive Profeſſors 
of our Faith, as uſeleſs and unedifying, as ſome 
man hs eee 


"hs. 
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Weak Chriſtians of late have endeavour'd to per- 
ſwade; we. muſt have loſt many incomparable 
Volumes of the moſt excellent among the Fa- 
| thers, and they fallen ſhort of the moſt glorious 
Opportunities of triumphing over Infidelity : For 
certainly no Argument can beſo pungent againſt 
an Enemy, as ſuch a one, which we fetch from 
himſelf, no conviction more laſting and forcible, 
than that out of a Man's own Mouth: Thus it 
Was that St. Paul ſhamed the Crerians by their own - 
Character, given of them by Epimenides their 
own Prophet; and thus Dionyſius Arcopagita, as 
St. Ambroſe conjectures, was partly converted by 
a Sentence of the ſame Apoſile, fetcht from Ara- 
tus: If we are to ſeek no farther than the Scri- 
tures,as ſome blind Leaders have ſuggeſted, how 
| ſhould we ever be able to convert thoſe Infidels, 
Who deny the Scriptures, and thruſt thole lively 
| Oracles of God, beneath the fooliſheſt Works of 
their own Infidelity. Again, if St. Paul thought 
it were no diminution to the Powers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to appeal to Ethnicks, in his Contentions 
with Ethnicks, even at that time when he was 
poſſeſt with the fulleſt Meaſures of that bleſſed 
Spirit, is it to be eſteem'd a betraying the glorious 
| Treaſures of ſpiritual Wiſdom in the firſt Aſſer- 
tors of our Religion, or in us now, in imitation 
of their Examples, firſt to ſearch the Books, and 
then confound Heatheniſm by ſome of their own _ — 
Poſitions. e dnt ; mw 2 
Il don't conceive indeed, that we may be able 
to meet the Truth of an eternal Trinity, inthe = 
| faint and inconſiſtent Flaſhes, either of Plato, | 
Cicero, or Homer, but that. univerſal nn. ö 
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of all People and. Nations in the acknowledg- 
ment of a God, which we find recorded by Tull, 
muſt be enough to ſilence the Contradictions 
of our preſent Atheiſts : And Homer's ſurpriſing 
gueſſes at the ſtare of the dead in another World, 
very rationally expoſe not only the Fanſites of 
Epicurus, but alſo of all his later Admirers, who 
E With him, would have ns believe all human Be- 
= ing to ceaſe with this breath: Nor will all the 
| +. -» S$ubtilties of the Srozeks, or any of our modern 
| OC. Revivers of their Notions, who, with ſo much 
| Application labour to rid the World of the Be- 
1 lief and Doctrine of a Providence, be able to 
| 5 ſtand the Teſt, and bear the Reaſoniogs of Plate, 
that Attick Aoſes, as ſome will ſtile him, whilſt 
be pleads the Cauſe of Providence, and by his 
natural and eaſie Illuſtrations, forces Mankipd to 
confeſs what the gricious Revelation of Chriſt 
has, ſince moſt irreſiſtably open d to us, namely, 
that there is not a Mote, not a Hair of our Heads 
fo minute and jnconfiderable, which God does 
not mind and order. What! are the Principles 
of our Chriſtian Faith fo looſe or precarious, that 
they muſt eafily be blown off, by every puff of 
Philoſophy, ſhould we look into it? or rather on 
the contrary, , muſt it not in ſome Senſe give 
ſtrength to the very Life and Powers of God's 
Word, when we lee the moſt glorious Eviden- 
ces therein, often acknowledged by the weaker 
Teſtimonies of Nature? perhaps thou art ſcan- 
dalized at all Learning, becauſe ſome ignorant 
Dreamers tell thee that Mercury was the Inven- 
ter of Letters; but be it ſo, muſt not thou upon 
WB the ſame Principle be obliged to reject the Hy 
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acts of Juſtice, nay to deſpiſe the whole train of 
Virtues, When it is moſt certain, that the Gentile 
World did raiſe up and dedicate Temples to the 
Worthip of them, which in my Opinion was the 
moſt commendable Work of their Ignorance. 
But to diſmiſs Philoſophy, which I confels rather 
_ - demonſtrates the Perplexities and Confuſious of 
Aͤtheiſm, than the unity of the Godhead, rather 
hes the neceſſity of one eternal being, in the 
cContradictions of its own Polutheiſm, than leads 
us to his worthip: Philoſophy, I ſay, which demon- 


ſtrates the ignorance of Nature, and the blindneſs 


of human Keaſon, even in its loftieſt Pride and 
Ambition; when we have diſmiſt this Diana of the 
Sentileg, muſt we forgoe likewiſe all the Fathers 
and Writers of Chriſtianity ? muſt Ariſtotle and 
Athanaſius, Cicero and Cyprian, be alike fatal and 
dangerous to the Knowledge of the Chriſtian * 
| becauſe we are warn'd in ſome places of holy 
Writ, againſt the Subtilties and Artifice, the 
Corruptions and Traditions of the ignorant World, 
does it follow, that we ſtand bound upon pain 
of our belief in God, to avoid the moſt glorious 
Aſſerters of our Faith, to fly from the Writings 
of the moſt acute and irreſiſtable Defenders of 
its Truths; whoſe cogency of Wit, and vehe- 
mency of Argument, have either ſhamed or ſi- 
lenced the inſolent Oppugners of God's Majeſty? 
O ftrange! that any Men ſhould think the way 
to God, lies in the Paths of Ignorance, think 


that the readieſt means to approach his infinite 


| Knowledge, is for us to eſche all the oppor- 
tunities of increaſing underſtanding : Men indeed 
will tell us that Ignorance is the Mother of De- 


of Vo _ votion, 
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votion, but unleſs they mean by Devotion, Su- 


| perſtition,, and Idolatry, that is, the Worſnip of 


Creatures, to which I confeſs Ignorance natu- 
rally betrays Mankind, they, thamefully diſcover 


their own weakneſs who lay ſo : For. a ſpiritual 


and. conſcientious Adoration: of the true and only 
God, who is a Spirit, muſt be the Product, ei- 
ther of the enlivening Motions of the Grace of 
God, working in the Hearts of rational Men, or 
of the moſt conſummate Knowledge and Under- 

ſtanding, convinced by the very demonſtrations 
olf the things that are made by his infinite Power 


and Wiſdom, We hear indeed St. Paul declaring 


(and his words are often urged as an ObjeRion 


againſt that Knowledge I am now ſpeaking for) 


Tam determin'd not to know any thing among 


you, fave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified that is, 1 


reſolved when I came amongſt you, with the 
gracious Meſlage of Redemption, not to appear 


ſollicitous, either to know or teach you any other 


Doctrine, than the ſimple Truths of Chriſt Jeſus, 
and him Crucified, teach it, as a Foundation fit 


or capable. to bear the exceeding and glorious 


weight. of that. Faith,, which worketh unto Sal- 


vation: But then the Apoſtle doth not herein 


labour to abridge Mankind the Advantages of 


Arts and Sciences, the Opporzunities of eſtabli- 


thing their own Ways, through the Experience 
and Wiſdom. of foregoing Ages, by the Know- 


ledge of which, is many times attain'd, not only 


the ſecurity of our preſent Converſation in the 


World, but the moſt graceful Embelliſhments 


of rational Creatures: The pure deſign and in- 
tention of his Expreſſion, is to. teach us that our 
n ns > 


Ty Educated at St. Paul's School, & 
Faith muſt be bounded by the Wiſdom of the. 
 - Golpel, that it is to ſtand, not in the Wiſdom of 
Men, but in the Power of God: Now, though. 

Wee are not to ground our Faith in God, or to. 
ſuffer it to reſt, upon the Wiſdom of Man, yet I hope 
we may examin into, and make ule of the com. 

mon Principles and Suggeſtions of Reaſon in our. 
way to God: To illuſtrate what I ſay, no doubt 
the Authority of Aratus is much too weak and. 

_ feeble to ground this plain Truth, and bleſſed 
Principle of our holy Faith upon, namely, in God. 
we live, and move, and have our being, which. 
as the Apoſtle infers, he manifeſtly acknowledged, 

when he own'd we were God's Off-ſpring : Bur. 
then this acknowledgment of his may be a good. 

motive to influence an Ethnick like. himſelf, nay, 
in time, bring ſuch a one to acknowledge and, 
embrace that Almighty Prophet, which is the. 
Lord Jeſus, becauſe he reveals God to be, What. 
their own Prophet thus repreſents him to be, 
namely, the Creator of all Men, that the Apoſtle. can ee 
had no ſuch thoughts that the Chriſtian ſtands. {|} 
bound to confine all his. Learning and Know. 
ledge within the bare Letter of the:Scriptures, is 

_ undeniably demonſtrated, from the uſe which he. 

himſelf makes of profane Authorities upon ma- 
ny. Occaſions, as well as from his way. of reaſo- 
V . 
We meet ſome illiterate People elevated with 
a perſwaſion of their own ſpirituality and skill 
in divine matters, who, though they never read 
farther than their Bible, confidently oppoſe their 
_ own perſonal Abilities againſt human Learning, 
and being really ignorant themſelves, wo em ; 
c DAI * 
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more a Man is converſant with the Opinions and 
Practices of all the Ages of Chriſtianity, the more 
likely he muſt be to be ſeduced from Chriſt, or 
become a Prey to Error and Corruption} 
Indeed were the original evidences of Chri- 
ſtianity to be repeated, and begin a new in every 
Generation, were the ſame Meaſures of God's blei- 


lige the Chriſtian World to alike Ignorance and 


Blindneſs; but can any thinking Man believe 


Learning to be the way to Error, or that the 


ſed Spirit which light upon the Apoſtles, to reſt . 


and abide with the Dectors of every Age, the 
uſe of all other Authorities, beſides the bare Di- 
ates of the Spirit, muſt neceſſarily ceaſe, we 
ſhould then want neither Fathers nor Hiſtories to 
ſet us right as tothe Practices of God's ancient 
Church ; nay, there could then be no ſuch thing 
properly ſpeaking, as Age, and the ancient Au- 
thorit ies of our Predeceſſors, which ought to influ- 
ence or over - rule the preſent times, becauſe the ſame 


Spirit, with the ſame Portion and Degrees of it, 


muſt be an abundant evidence for Whatever point 


we maintain, and equally juſtifie every Genera- 


tion in what it believes, but this is not our Caſe 
at preſent, we profeſs that Faith which was once 
above Sixteen Hundred Years ago, and never ſhall 
again be ſo delivered to the Saints; God ſent his 


Spirit one, without promiſe of any ſecond com- 


ing of him, ſave in Judgment, that bleſſed Com- 
forter then eſtabliſnd the whole Revelation of 
God, and put his Seal to his holy Word, as that 


Truth which is to continue and ſtand for ever, 


this Faith the holy Apoſtles then received from 
the Mouth of the holy Jeſus, by the immediate 


Com- 
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Communications and Miracles of his Spirit, but 


it is now to be got and preſerved by us, by Pray- 


ers, Study, and the humble Applications of an 


honeſt Endeavour, by the uſe of our Ears, and 7 


_ Exerciſe of our E; es and Minds, in the bleſſed Lines 


-ofLife,and by the Labours and Inſtructions of God's 
holy Officers, and therefore that Knowledge which 


lets us into the Wildom and Dectrines of God's 
ancient Church, call it profane, or what you will, 
muſt have its infinite Advantages in the toncerns 


of Religion. 


It is true al! Truths, particularly all neceflary 
and eſſential Truths, are undoubtedly contained 


in that comprehenſive Word, which was once gi- 
ven by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt; but 


then thole various Schiſms, Hereſies, and Con- 


tradictions, which Satan hath raiſed in the Church, 


which have ruffled and diſputed ſome of the 
moſt eſſential Glories of our Redeemer, have made 


even thoſe neceſſary Truths, in ſome Meaſure: 


lels diſcernable to us, than they were at'firſt, 


when they were delivered by word of Mouth, 


and atteſted by 7 an and Wonders, and ſo brought 


things to-that di 
to illuſtrate and explain them to us, not that any 


the Authority of God's Word; no, it is in this 


particular that we may apply that of St. Ferom, 


ED culty at preſent, which requires 
the ulage and practice of the more purer Ages 


human Authority can add moment or weight to 


2 Quid cum Pſalterio Horatius, cum Apoſtolis Cicero? 


and we may add what Credit or Reputation can 


Athanaſius himſelf add to the Evangeliſts? But 
becauſe the Cuſtoms of the firſt and pureſt Ages 


Cr 
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Diſputes, which is God's Word, by acquainting 
us with that Senſe, in which the ancient Church 

received and underſtood ſuch controverted Paſſa- 
ges, in the pureſt Ages of our Religion: Certainly 


| many dark Speeches in the Scriptures, which are 
| not obvious to every-unlearned Reader at this di- 


ſtance of time, were readily apprehended, when 
KS firſt delivered, becauſe they might relate to 
. ſome Speech or Principle, to ſome Error or Mi- 
take of ; thoſe People to whom they were ſpoken, 
who knowing the Occaſion upon which they 


| 1 -were uttered, wanted no Interpreter to expound 
1 their Intentions to them. Thus as fo that part of our 
| Ty Faith which contains the Co- eternity of the Son, 
= Chubriſt's individual Subſtance, and eternal Rela- 
| > tion to the Father; we find the Fews made no 


| Boggle to take our Lord according to the common 
import of the Words, when he ſaid he was the 


1 Sion of God, but impeach'd him preſently with 
=. Blaſphemy, nay crucified him upon this very 
1 Accuſation, that he made himſelf the Son of God, 
' where the Silence and Submiſſion of our Lord, 
| Who neither gainſaid nor contradicted that Im- 
1 peachment, nay plainer ſtill, his open reply to 
| the High Prieſt, when he asked him and ſaid 
Anto him, Art thou the Chriſt the Son of the bleſ- 
_— ſed, namely7 am, as it is written in St. fark, muſt. 


be allowed to be the ſtrongeſt acknowledg. 
ment in him, that he profeſt himſelf to be the 
Son of God in the ſame extent of the Words, as 
they had taken ir, an Argument ſufficient to ſtop 
the Mouths of the moſt inveterate Fighters againſt 
his Divinity: But the Luſts, and Pride, the Hu- 
mors and Afﬀectations of ſome of the earlieſt 
5 — —_ 


3 Educated at St. Paul's School. 5 1 
Chriſtians put a ſtumbling Block in the way of aſter 
Ages, making all the Expreffions of our Lord this way, 

Figurative, and Chriſt himſelf, like we our ſelves, only 
improperly, if not by Adoption, yet purely by way of 

Reward, and exaltation the Son of God; now how 
mall this Controverſie be determin'd, by the bare Letter, 

and every private Man's Judgment of that Letter? It 
was this very private way of judging, which at firſt 

 Peſtered the Church with this Diſpute, and indeed with 
all other Hereſies and Schiſms: If every private Spirit 
may be able to judge and determine the poiat, how can 
wee reject the earlieſt of Hereticks, who profeſs to ground 
their laterpretations upon this very bottom of Man's pri- 
vate Perſwafions, and their own Senſe of the Soriptures? 
If their private Spirits erred then in thoſe early Days, 
then why may not thine, or mine, or any other Man's 
now, who ſhall preſs barely upon the Letter, and call ii no 
other Light but his own Judgment to direct him in 
his Explication ? At this rate, Men may ſet up the whole 

Miedly of Hereſies, Arrian, Sabellian, Neſtorian, and So- 

cinian, for Right and Orthodox, and the Divinity and 
Perſon of Chriſt become altogether as divided as the 

Multitude of Denominations of Hereticks about it: Muſt 

not therefore the Voice, and Practices, the Definitions 

and Creeds of God's moſt pure, ancient, and incorrupted 

Church, be our moſt rational and ſure Inſtructor upon 

ſuch Contentions, be a better ſecurity to lean upon, than 

any pretended Inſpiration of the moſt gitted Profeflory = 

Ir is true, the N who received the gracious 

ſhower of God's holy Spirit deſcending like a mighty 

Wind, and lighting upon them, whilſt they were in thoſe 

bleſſed Circumſtances, wanted neither Philoſophers, nor : 

Fathers to inform them in the Truth and Knowledge of 

God; but it follows not from ſuch a Caſe as theirs was, 

that Fathers muſt even ow be uſeleſs to us, or that * — 
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Wee who d 19 Ker) Age of thoſe diſputes, which 


moleſt the Churches Peace at preſent, muſt be acknow- 


ledged no, more able to ſpeak the Senſe of thole times, 
than Wee 10 


e pur ſelves, after ſo many Centuries from them: 
May not Men with the ſame parity of Reaſon conclude, 


| the. Apoſtles wanted no Man to teach them Languages, 
- who had been hleſt with the Gifts of Tongues, 6-648 
there can be no need to provide Teachers now, to inſtru& 


vi 


r 
s it, | blunders willful Men, and ren. - 
ders tfiem-. unable to comprehend. the plaineſt Truths, 
but their. undertaking. to judge of ſuch points, which, 


Alas, What is it, Which 


they have had no means by Education, or other ways to 
comprehend :. This is vifible in the Controverſie about 


promilcuous ule of the words Biſhop, and Presbyter, 


aud ſind many Characters of the Powers and. Qualities, | 
of Elders, and then apply all to their own Notions and 
uſe of the Words, in the common Concerns and Accep- 

rations, of the World; ànd fo immediately conclude the 


divine Right of Church Government, to be inveſted in 


inferior Presbyters, and Lay-Elders, and conſequently. 
_ condemn, God's, own Inſtitution, as Tyrannical and An- 


tichriſtian 3. whereas, had they look'd. into the Hiſtories 
of the Church,. and conſulted the Accounts of the faith- 
fulleſt Writers in every one of the pureſt Centuries, nay. 
in, all Ages for Fiſteen Hundred Years. together, they 


muſt have learnt. another Expoſition, have ſeen the Im- 
bleu and Inconſiſtency of ſuch Notions, ſince they 
would have found no ſuch Model as they no 


* 


etend 


to fetch from the Scriptures, in any one of them, no 


would haye them, for Fiſteen Hundred Ages, apd hy con- 
ſequence have been brought long ago to this Dilemma; 


Church of Chriſt's ſo conſtituted and govern'd as — | 


mm — — m a ! o WY 4 > » 2 0 4 a s m_ 
W 


- _ Educated at St. Paul's School. 


<4 1 > 4 
* 
. n. 
* L F 


— 


either to deny their own Principles of Church Govern- 

ment, or own that the Chriſtian Church ſubſiſted ſo many 
Ages together without a Chriſtian Miniſtry : Where 

then muſt Ignoranceand the want of Letters leave us « 
But you will fay, are not many of the moſt learned 
Doctors, ' for inſtance, in the Church of Rome, at this day 


groveling in Errors, whilſt many ſimple and, illiterate 


Souls worſhip God in Truth? 1 anſwer, no doubt there 
are; but yet neither the Errors of the one, are owed 
to their Learning, nor the Orthodoxy of the other, due 


to their Ignorance, for to argue with Men in their own 


Way, have not the moſt excellent parts, the moſt admi- 
rable Wits, and ableſt of Men, degenerated into the ve- 
ryeſt Hereticks, and Deceivers of the times they lived in? 
And yet I hope you will not ſay, that thoſe excellent Gifts 
which came from God, were the Occaſion, . or real Cauſe 

of their rclinquiſhing his Truths: It is not Learning which 
gives us the moſt captivating view of Truth, nor Wit, and 
HParts, which if rightly applied, prepare the underſtand- 

ing forour comprehending all its excellencies,which either 
naturally ſeduce to Error, or hold Men in ſuch Corrup- 
tions, which are the fruits of folly ; but the Caſe is ma- 


nifeſt, the greateſt and learnedeſt of Men, are made up 


of like Paſſions with the weakeſt of Mankind, and ſo 
Rand expoſed to the ſhocks of Pride or Prejudice, of In- oY 
tereſt and Education, which too often makes a Prey of 
"Reaſon, and leads the moſt accompliſh'd Scholars in Cap- 
tivity and Subjection: Without Learning we cannot be 
able to deal with a learned Adverſary; but true Learning, 
which comprehends the Knowledge of all human and di - 
vine Perlections, as far as Reaſon can reach, and Revela- 
tion hath taught us, can never of itſelf ſet us the fur- 
rher off from coming unto Gd. 0 


ls am ſure, we of this Nation, owe the higheſt of our 
Felicities to Letters, nay may aſcribe our very Faith next 
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to God's Grace, to the Reſtauration of Learning withiq 
this Iſland: For when was it that our Fore-Fathers ex- 
ercis'd the chiefeſt acts of their Devotions, in cringings 
uünto Cxoſſes, and religious creepings by way of Ado- 
rat ion to dead Bodies, taken out of one Grave, to be 
what they called, tranſlated to another, When was it 
that legendary Fables uſurp'd the place of Scripture, that 
+ the moſt: unaccountable Dreams of Fryars, were embra- 
ced as Oracles, and commanded the general Devotions 
ol all Orders of Men? But in thoſe Days of Ignorance, 
When as Ingulphus a Monk of Crepland records it; even 
in ſuch a Dioceſs as London, there was not a Prieſt to be 
found, which was able to turn a Verſe in the Latin 
Teſtament into his own: Mother Tongue: Alas, how. 
might we ever have diſcovered the Impoſtures of the pre. 
tended univerſal Supremacy of the Bilhop of Rome, the So- 
plbiiſtry of Tranſubſtantiation, the Whimſies of Purgatory, 
the Illuſions and Artifices of all other Roman Forgeries ; 
and Fables, of which we find infinite Relations, even in 
their venerable Bede, and that not by way of his Cen- 
fure, but Applauſe, how might wel ſay have had our 


SGiaauls redeemed from ſuch Snares of Superſtition, had not. 
[| the Opportunities of Schools and Univerſities, . the preſent. 
jj enyy of Schilinaticks, revived tlie Genius and Spirit of 
| our Nation, anddiſpelled the Clouds and Miſts of Igno- 
[| france, which by its continued groſsneſs had blacken'd. 
 - the Minds of our Progenitors, and held them even in a. 
bl neceſſity e a Lye? Err our Anceſtors did, 
' andcerred we might have all for ever, had we continued. 
1 I8norant of Languages, and the Age or two before us, 
| -  _ conſulted. no ancienter Fathers, than their. preſent Con- 
} I remember Clemens Ale xandrinus, with the preateſt 
| Yehemeacy, oppoſes that Reſolution and Principle of the 


Heathen. World, which obliged them to look upon it 
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as an Abomination, to ſuffer a change in the Religion of 
their Fathets, in the Cuſtoms bequeathed to them by 
their Ance ſtors upon any Cauſe whatever, as the main 
Pillar and only Supp rt of their Heathen Fooleries, it is 


impoſſible ſays that Father, that ever any People ſnou ldd 


hate and fly from the greateſt of Bleſſings that ever was 


beſtowed upon Mankind, namely, the Knowledge and. 
Worſhip of the true God revealed by Jefus Chriſt, were 


they not enthralled by ſuch a fenſleis Reſolution to holde 


5 every old Cuſtom; though never ſo umeaſonable: And” 


Athenagoras in his Apology for the Chriftians addreſſed to 

the Emperor Commodus, openly upbraids the ſame Princi- - 
ple, nay powerfully. demonſtrates, that this was the Rock* 
ot all their Superſtitions and Polutheifm, and at laſt tri- 


umphantly concludes, that the downfall of all their abſurd“ 
Deities, muſt be dated from the removal of that abſurd” 


Doſition, not doubting, if they would have made it law ful 

for Men to forego their ridiculous Cuſtoms, there 
Would be noPlea left for their adhering: to their ridicu- 

lous Gods. Now: did not many of our Fore-fathers de- 


fend, and do not we our ſelves now find, ſuch a mon- 


ſtrous Reſolution as this revived, and moſt tenactoully - 
_ defended at this day in the preſent Chureti of Rome? Is. 
it not inſtilled into the Sonſeiences of all her Members, 


that it is a moſt eſſential and neceſſiry part of ſaving. 
Faith, to believe juſt as that particular Church believes,” 


a ſaving point of Faith, not to admit or hearken to any: - 


Change in any Ceremony, or Error, which by accident 


or deſign may have crope into that Communion, thought 
ſuch a Change be mad according to the expreſs Rule of 
God's Word; nay though the Errors to be chang'd, are 
apparently contradictory to the Truth of God's Word? 
Farther, are they not forbid under no leſs a Peril tha 
Damnation, to look into the Scriptures, much more to 
believe any thing ſaid in them, which. may oppoſe the. 
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preſent Principles of that Church, tho it be as plain a 
Tommand as this of our Saviour, Drink 3e all of thu, 
ſo that whenever We addreſs to any of them, ia the name 

of our Lord Jeſus, endeavouring to intreat them to be re- 
_ «concil'd to the Cup of Bleſſing, they reply upon us as the 
 -Romans of old did upon St. Paal, when he preach d to them 

Jeſus, and the Reſurrection, ſaying, you teach us Cuſtoms 
Which it is not lawful for us to receive nor obſerve, being 
of the Roman Perſwaſion: Have not we then of this King- 

dom great Reaſon to glorifie the Mercies of, God, who 
has raiſed that generous and Chriſtian Spirit in many 

pious Souls, Which hath expreſt its Love and Bounty to 

Mankind, in erecting many eminent Schools, and the 

maoſt noble Foundations of Learning,, nay muſt not a 
reflection upon the Riſe, and Foundation of th very 
School, wherein we here aſſembled, received the molt 

excellent Education, fill us with the moſt aſtoniſhing . 

Conſideration of God's infinite unſearchable Wiſdom, 
and make us ſenſible of the admirable Fruits and Influ- 

_ ences of true Learning, when we remember how many 
uſeful Profeſſors, how many able Defenders of the pure 

Truths of Chriſt, have been bred up, and actually ſent 
into the World from this Foundation, which was origi- 


fi nally intended for the Services of Roman Superſtition 
aaälä2kVund Error: Ignorance may decry ſuch Bleſſings as theſe, 
bl and they who would enſlave the World by their own 
| Panſfies and Conceits, may make a mock of Languages 
W and Fathers, but as the Circumſtances of chriſtendam now 
ſtand, *tis by Learning, and Learning alone, I mean Lear- 


ning ſubjected to the Grace of God, and Foundation of 

his Word, by which Men may be made capable to eſcape. 
out of thaſe Errors, and corrupt Cuſtoms of their kacherg | 
which may have been imprinted upon their Miads, by 
the long and cuſtomary Traditions of Deceivers: And 
it is in this, Caſe that we may moſt properly apply; theſe 


. 
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prudent 
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prudent. Sentences. of Solomon... Awiſe man will hear, and. 


9 will increaſe learning: And then again, Receive my In- 
| feruttion, aud not ſilver, ana kniwleage rather than chuice 


Cold. 


Iod make all ſuitable to our preſent meeting, I beg 
leave to offer one word of my Thoughts, as to what 
Purpoſes and Inclinations muſt be moſt fit and becoming. 
in it. Now in my Judgment, the uſe and advantages 
of all ſuch yearly meetings, as this of ours, may be very 
great and really become of mighty ufe to our Nation, ne 
as well as honourable to our School, if we would not 
 farisfie ourſelves meerly in meeting once a Year, and con- 
tracting ſuch an out ward ſlight Kaowledg of one another, a3 
extends no farther than the Face or Perſon, but every one 
mutually engage, in acquainting our ſelves with the ſeveral 
appointments and circumſtances of each other. I mean the 
Employments, Trades, and Occupations which each Man is 
ſettled in and applied to in the Word, that ſo, wherever we 
mapany of us, either by accident, or our own larger acquain- 
tance and intereſts, or by the very Nature of our Em- 
' playments be ſerviceable to any one of our School-fellows, 
we may with chearfulneſs uſe our Care and Applications 
for the improvement and furtherance of his Succeſs: Such 
a united Application as this, muſt: have its univerſal Be- 
nefits, and be every particular Man's happineſs and advan: 
tage: For by our numbers we muſt be determin'd to va- 
rious.ways of Buſineſs, and have a Friend almoſt gf every 
' Profeſſion, and therefore as one calling muſt, be helpful. : 
to, or be dependent upon another, and this Man's Way 
have many occaſions for the Commodities which- that 
Man deals in, ſo ſucha Chriſtian Geri of Love, and mu- 
tual Obligations, may ſpread its grateful Influencies to 
every Perſon, and each Man reap the Conſolations of 
every Mans help in his, turn: Thus muſt the proſperous: 
be haſten'd: to the Perfection of Proſperity, and the very. 


Un- 
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- unlucky himſelf, unlucky perhaps, purely for want of acquain- 
tance and Ne in the World, in a little time add one to the 
number of the proſpe 
+mitive Spirit, and Uſe, and Reputation of the firſt Feaſts of Love 
in the Church of Chriſt, when they were in their pureſt Inno- 
Tency and Eſteem with the Saints of God: Thus muſt the effects 
ol our Feaſts be as engaging, as thoſe Hours we formerly in our 
tendereſt Tears ſpent together, in our Study or Recreations, and 
like them ſettle the moſt laſting friendſhip, and good Will amongſt 
all: Thus muſt ſuch ſeaſonable Feaſts as this, lay a Foundation 
to reform, and ſhame that Inhumanity and ill Nature, which 
ſeems at preſent to have ſeized Mankind, eſpecially the richer, 
and more. conſiderable ranks of Men, who have been taught by 
ſome late Modes and Faſhions of the Age, to break off all the en- 
dearments of Relation, by breaking through thoſe more excellent 
and human Cuſtoms of owning our Relations in the face of the 
World, which Men pervert now adays, by ſaluting their neareſt 
'Rindred, as they do the greateſt Strangers, leaving out the ſtile 
of Coen, even there where the Alliance is derived from Blood: 


Proſper yon al. 
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rous : Thus our Feaſt may riſe to the pri- 


A Mode which ows its beginning and progreſs, to nothing but 


Pride, or Covetouſneſs, or Inhumanity, there being no other 
| Reaſon to be given for it, but becauſe ſuch Men know, that did 
the World underſtand they had ſuch Relations, they muſt ſtand. 
obliged in honour to ſerve, and promote their Intereſts and Pre- 
tenſions, whereas it appears that their generous Souls had much 
rather an unfortunate part of their own Blood ſhould ſtarve, and 
fink in Infamy, than they ſpend a Moments Sollicitation to ſet 
it creditable and eaſie: Thus will the Relation of School- fellow 
engage beyond Nature itſelf, nay repair ſuch Declenſions of Na- 
ture, and fill the Souls of Men with the moſt ſweet and bliſsful 
Inclinations of Charity and Goodneſs to one another. May this 
be the effect of our Feaſt, and may the Almighty God of Heaven 
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